[Subcutaneous administration of apomorphine in motor fluctuations in Parkinson's disease].
Apomorphine, a dopaminergic agonist was given over a period of 12 months to 14 parkinsonian patients suffering from severe L-dopa induced on-off effects. Nine patients (mean age: 52 years; mean age at onset of the disease: 37 years), were treated by continuous infusion with a portable minipump, and 5 others by multiple injections with a penject. The mean duration of daily off periods was reduced by two thirds in all patients. The motor fluctuation intensity was only diminished in the 9 patients treated by continuous infusion. These patients received a mean apomorphine daily dose of 93 mg and L-dopa dosage was reduced by 53 p. 100. Red fibrous subcutaneous nodules occurred at the injection sites in all patients treated by infusion. This study confirms the effectiveness of subcutaneous apomorphine administration in the treatment of severe motor fluctuations.